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A. Preamble

The International Pharmaceutical Students' Federation, IPSF, and the International Federation of Medical Students' Associations, IFMSA, are working towards better health for the worlds' populations. IPSF was founded in 1949 by a group of pharmacy students in London. The Federation represents approximately 300.000 students from 48 different countries. Since 1951, the International Federation of Medical Students' Associations, IFMSA, is a non-profit, non governmentdal organisation, representing 600,000 medical students in more than 60 member countries. Both IPSF and IFMSA are full member of the Intersecorial Students' Organisations (IMISO) and work in co-operation with the other IMISO partners, AIESEC, ELSA and IAAS. 

B. Objectives of IPSF and IFMSA

The main objective of IPSF is to study and promote the interests of pharmaceutical students and to encourage international co-operation among them by holding an annual congress and a very active Student Exchange Program covering more than 40 countries. One of the key activities during the annual congress is the International Patient Counseling Event to teach students communication skills to ensure maximum benefit for the patient.

IFMSA aims to serve medical students all over the world through its member organisations and to promote international co-operation.Their objectives are to be a forum for medical students throughout the world to share ideas and expertise among medical students organisations pertaining to topics related to public health, medical education, reproductive health and human rights. IFMSA acts as an instrument for medical students’ professional exchange and is a body trough which co-operation and contacts with other international organisations are established. 
C. Relations with International Organisations


IFMSA was first recognised as a collaborating organisation of WHO in 1969 and has since then been recognized as the offcial forum for international medical students. IPSF has a close working relationship with the International Pharmaceutical Federation. It has good working relations with the World Health Organisation and through this IPSF is able to study the developments in the international health care system.

D. Activities in the Field of Ageing and Health 

Among the common health-related goals of both organisations, both IFMSA and IPSF 

have increasingly focused on elderly health care and well-being, by sensitising and training medicals students world-wide with respect their professional responsibility towards this age group. Both organisations have actively partcipated in the Global Embrace which marked simultaneously the Global Movement for Active Ageing and the 1999 International Year of Older Persons. Both IFMSA and IPSF have good relations with the WHO Programme on Ageing and Health. 
E. International Conference on Ageing and Health

IFMSA will organise in collaboration with the Portugese Medical Students' International Committee the International Conference on Ageing and Health  in Porto, Portugal from 1-6 of August 2000 which will take place before the General Assembly of the IFMSA. During the General Assembly in Mexico the initiative of organising a conference on the topic of ageing and health was initiated by a group of enthousiastic IFMSA students who would like to adress that attention should be given to the care of older persons to help them to maintain or regain the optimum level of physical, mental and emotional wellbeing and to actively promote the role and position of the elderly in the society for example their potential to share their skills and knowledge with younger generations. 

The main goals of this student conference are:

· to create a network of student leaders involved in ageing related activities, events and advocacy.  

· to identify the needs and rights of elderly persons in the contect of health and sociocultural norms and showing the differences between cultures in values, treatement, management and attitude towards the elderly.

· to mobilize medical students to advocate for as well as design materials whcih adress the importance of ageing management and health related topics into the medical curricula.

· to establish an infomed attitude, better treatment and prognosis of elderly patients with future health professionals

· to raise awareness among medical students about the scope of the fast ageing problems in developing and developed countries and to discuss ways to react effectively and in time  to the ageing of the world population.

· to teach medical students about a multidisciplinary approach towards elderly health management and acknowledgement of an increased professional responsibility towards this age group.

F. Collaboration for the Conference on Ageing and Health

The agreement, “Collaboration for the Conference on Ageing and Health” is drafted by the IFMSA, as a step towards greater international co-operation among both international students organisations and encourages intersectorial capacity building in the field of Ageing and Health for both medical and pharmaceutical students. Based on earlier collaboration and mutual aims, both student organisations acknowledge that collaboration in this field between the two organisations will help achieve common goals with greater ease, and in a more sustainable manner. This collaboration reflects our insight that as future health professionnals we foresee that extensive collaboration among  health care providers is needed to effectively manage an increasingly ageing society.

F1. Participation 


Part of this agreement is the invitation of IPSF representatives to participate in the International Conference on Ageing and Health by IFMSA.IFMSA will invite 10 IPSF representatives to actively participate in the International Conference on Ageing and Health being held in Porto, Portugal from 1-6 of August 2000. 

The selection of representatives will be done by a recruitment coordinator of IPSF who is in regular contact with the International Organising Committee of the Ageing and Health Conference. The same selection criteria set by the IOC will apply for the IPSF students as for the IFMSA students. Active participation of representatives of either organisation in the International Conference on Ageing and Health ensures the utmost input of both students’ organisations. Multiplication of the results and follow-up activities are more likely to take place. 

F2. International Organising Committee 



IFMSA invites one IPSF representative, who will preferably also function as the IPSF recruitment coordinator, to take place in the International Organising Commitee of the Conference on Ageing and Health  to ensure that the goals and objectives overlap the interests of the international pharmaceutical students and to optimise the intersectorial approach of this conference. IPSF will appoint this IOC representative on a short term notice. 

F3. Technical and financial support


IFMSA would like to accept the help of the IPSF in arranging technical and financial support for the organisation of this conference by having access to the IPSF network and official contacts. Eventual other roles in which IPSF can help in the organisation of the International Conference on Ageing and Health will be investigated. 

G. Possibilities of future collaboration in the long term

-        Exchange Program on Ageing and Health


IFMSA and IPSF will investigate possible existing research projects on ageing and health in which medical and pharmaceutical students can participate. One of the possible actions is the development of a professional and research exchange program for increased capacity building on the field of ageing and health .

· Training courses on Ageing and Health

Joint development of a number of training courses for medical and pharmaceutical student leadership. 

Focus areas are the following: 

· Providing these students with the necessary background information and contacts to lobby their own faculties to take up Ageing and Health topics into their curricula.

· Teaching students skills to advocate for attention and development of  policies for important global health problems specifically those related to ageing and health.

